The Bloody Assize
since the date of the letters discovered, the plans
and Pere de la Chaise had been modified, the prisoner could
hare produced them.   But as Scroggs reminded him in
passing sentence, he had not discovered so much as one
paper, but what was found unknown to him and against his
will,
He vehemently denied having made away \vith his
letters, but his phraseology was not very definite about it,
and as Scroggs said, " I have other apprehensions/* and
those apprehensions the jury seem to have shared.
The day was going out when the summing up finished
and the jury were asked whether they would lie by until
the morning, Mr Justice Wild urging them " to take a Ml
consultation and their own time." But they were ready
with their verdict and returned to the bar in a few moments
and found the prisoner Guilty,
Once again Coleman denied that ho had ever seen Oate$
and Bedloe except at the Council Chamber,
"Mr Coleinan," repeated the Lord Chief Justice,
<c your own papers are enough to condemn you.'*
The next morning the prisoner was brought up for
sentence* In repeating his various denials he was not
content to contradict the oral evidence, but in seeking to
deny the fact of the conspiracy set out in Ma letters, he was
unwise enough to hint that even if there were phrases
capable of evil interpretation, he might expect to benefit
by " the king's gracious act of pardon."
As to this, Scroggs was bold in warning him " not to
be deluded with any fantastic hopes and expectation of a
pardon, for the truth is, Mr Coleman, you will be deceived
. . . and though the king, who is full of mercy almost to a
fault, yet if he should be inclined that way, I verily believe
both Houses would interpose between that and you." This
was a challenge to the Court party and James that was not
forgotten later on-
Having thus discharged his conscience, the Chief
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